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Tirohanga Whanui

| recently attended a public forum regarding the review of Special Education.
There were some great speakers and some interesting points of view. One story |
enjoyed and would like to share with you was delivered by Philip Patston (Director,

. - Diversity NZ), using fruit as an analogy for our current disability system.
. _ 6The humans, not knowing they crese ir o
I Special Education i one, a box of apples, and the other a box of bananas. The apple box
f Chil dr ends Dawassizably bigger than the banana box, because there were a lot of ap-
f Erzios memor i p‘Jj‘e? The apples could roll around their box but the bananas could not,
_ : and the humans could not quite work out how to get the bananas to move
1 ProfessmnaIDeveIopment.u,#. & around. So they called the bananas fsp
ﬂ Weddings \“‘ fw less attention than the bananas. One day some of the humans realised
q Birthdays / that the special apples were being forgotten so they decided to put some of
them in the apple box. They said, il sn
{ Cinderella production in with the apples?d But other humans
9 Cruising the Bays and they caniésto rtohlely asrhoouunlddnét be in the apple
il Important dates So the humans scratched their heads and thought, perhaps we should change the special
apples to be more like ordinary apples and less like bananas. They tried teaching them
special ways to roll. Then they tried changing the apple box. They tinkered and they
tankered, building partitions, dispersing the special apples amongst the apples, even bring-
. ing in oranges to help. But nothing seemed to work and, strangely, there seemed to be
Newsletters via more and more special apples and even more strangely, some of the ordinary apples began
email: changing into special apples!
The humans were perplexed and decided to have a review of the boxes. They decided the
T e e Tl review was about ensuring that the boxes were responsive to, and effective in, providing for
via email? Please give or send the special_ gpples._They focused on success, working together, fundi_ng a_IIocation, qua!ity,
your email address to Ann at accour:tabllltyband |nter-t?o>l< co-operation. 'I;]hey even considered getting IrlolI of thehspemarll
: o appl e oXx a together. But st t he umans
aoliver@irishealth.org.nz cleared their throat and said, Al have an ide
|l ooked at the human with the idea and said, A
review of the boxes?0
. And the human with the idea sa bo
Contact us : skeptical: AWhat a preposterou wou
The human with the idea said t 10 s
Phone: 09 846 6295 ext 834 i mportant, but actually, whatod i s
yielded to or resisted. Apples avi
IRIS Limited well; yet bananas can roll a little, but then resist gravity by holding firm.
PO Box 16067 Both rolling and holding firm are as valuable as each other, but apples and bananas need to
Sandringham work together to help each other respond to gravity. We could even add grapes and avoca-
dos and other fruit to the bowl and, after a
Auckland 1351 important is being fruit and responding to gravity in different ways, rather than being apples
and being able to roll .o The other humans | o
13 Coyle Street iThis is a huge change. 16m not sure we can d

Sandringham

Auckland 1025 But the Creator who had been watching this i and who knew the humans created their own

reality, smiled and said, ilt is done. 00
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Childrenos Da y " We ceébratedi}éleel?“e ngr(;'si patrokon 18 February

2010. A tree was planted in her honour by the children
and a plague was unveiled along with heartfelt speeches
and poignant memories. Thank you to those who
attended and celebrated the wonderful contribution Erzsi
made to the lives of the children and families she worked
with.

lldi is currently studying towards her Graduate Diploma
in Special Education and will be absent from the centre
occasionally. Priyanka is also studying towards her
teaching degree and recently received a Distinction for
one of her assignments. You go girl!!

Congratulations to Merrin and
Tania and Mark (Kyanés mum) wl

Oscar, Casper, Joshua L, Megan, Brad, Fionn and
Dartanyon.

Tickets are available to Cinderella on 10 April at Logan

Campbell Theatre and have been provided free to us by
AKids in Show Seats , (sponsol
Lollipop). There are three shows, see Ann for tickets.

What a fantastic day we had! The weather was perfect  There will be no afternoon classes on 31 March (Young
and so the scene was set ....... spray painting, bubbles,  \walking and After School). You are all most welcome to
music, fishing games, slime, water play, playdoh, face join us at the Zoo. See flyer for further details.
painting, treasure hunts and more.
Our acknowledgement of Chi ICdrlrJIeSInn(’gstheDaByay§n Mar ch 5
was enormous and | would like to thank parents, nanas ~ On Friday 12 March, we joined IRIS Community Living at
and carers for attending and making it so successful. 6Cruise the Baysbo. We had a ¢
some very proud medal recipients! Thank you to
everyone who attended. Well done.

Important dates

31 March Zoo Trip
31 March Last day of term
1 April Teacher Only Day

1 to 18 April School Holidays

19 April TERM 2 Starts
21 April Parents Reference Group
meeting, 3pm

6 & 7 May Conductive Education
AGM & Seminar




