
Welcome from Barbara Fox 
 
Hello to everyone! 
 
It’s been a year of exciting changes and progress.  So much 
work has gone into the development of person centred plans 
and actual goal attainment.  This work was done by each and 
every person within IRIS Community Living, from service  
users to support workers to coordinators.  People have  
embraced person centredness with enthusiasm! 
 

There are many new faces within IRIS Community Living, 
especially in the Midland region.  We’ve created Community 
Connector and Clinical Team Leader roles both in Rotorua 
and Hamilton.  Through a robust recruitment process, we 
have the right people working in the right jobs.  Having a  
registered nurse in both areas in Midland has allowed us to 
tighten our clinical support of service users, but also to  
support each team member with training. 
 

In response to a directive from service users, all Community 
Living team members are working through NZQA  
qualifications in Level 2 and Level 3 Support Work.  These 
qualifications will let us build an exceptional team. 
 

It’s also been a year of great personal gain for many of the 
people that we support.  We’ve had service users attain goals 
as far reaching as finding the “perfect person” to going on 
holiday for the first time.  We’ve had people walk, learn to 
make a meal, and learn to use a computer.  I can’t wait to 
find out what people are going to be striving for this year. 
 

Thanks to everyone for all of the hard work. 
Cheers,  
Barb 
 

An inspiration message . . . 
There are days that we all feel a bit worn down by the day to 
day struggle of life.  This is a little pep talk!  The next time 
you get down, peek into a mirror and say: “I’m a fabulous 
person!”.   Go ahead, give it a try. 
 

29 March 2010 

 
In this issue: 
 

¶ Welcome from Barbara  

¶ Person Centred           

Celebrations 

¶ IRIS Community Living 

Team News 

¶ Whanau Corner 

¶ Christmas 2009 

¶ Cruising the Bays 

 
 
 

Our website 
 

www.iris-health.org.nz 
 

Check out our latest news and 
photos under IRIS Community 
Living. 
 

Contact us: 
 

Phone:  09 846 6295 
Fax:      09 846 2751 

 
IRIS Limited 

PO Box 16067 

Sandringham 
Auckland 1351 

 
13 Coyle Street 

Sandringham 



 
 
 March 2010 

Person Centred Celebrations 
 

Each month we’d like to highlight a great  

achievement from a person centred plan.  The  

person who kicks off these celebrations is Libby  
Sargent.  Libby’s goal was to host an ABBA disco 

party.  It was a smashing success with about 80 
people attending.  Even though Libby is not  

particularly a “night owl”, she kept on dancing until 
everyone else had surrendered for the night.  

Here’s a fabulous picture of Libby on her special 

night.  Congratulations, Lib, on achieving your goal! 

Whanau Corner 
As we work to integrate services between Auckland, 

Hamilton and Rotorua, we must admit to being a bit 
stuck on how to improve our involvement and  

communication with families.  We’re asking for your 
help.  What would you like?  How can IRIS  

Community Living better support you?  How can we 
give you important information?  Email?  Website?  

Facebook?  Printed/mailed notices?  Family  

Forums?   
 

Please let us know what you think  by emailing me 
at bfox@iris-health.org.nz, or by mail, c/o IRIS Ltd, 

PO box 16062, Sandringham, Auckland, 1025.   

 

Christmas 2009 
 

The Christmas season is always a fabulous time of 

year to throw a party!  Auckland had Ardijah play 

for our big party!  Rotorua went on a waka trip!  
Hamilton had a fabulous BBQ! 

Here’s a picture of our CEO, John Wade, grooving 
with the music and cutting a fine figure on the 

dance floor! 

Cruising the Bays 
As most of you know, each year Auckland stages a great 
event called “Round the Bays”.  Nearly 70,000 people 
run, walk, cycle around 10km.  Each year we do a slightly 
modified  version of this event called “Cruising the Bays”.  
Rather than fight through such a large crowd, we space 
ourselves out a few days prior to the Auckland sponsored 

event, and walk, cycle or wheel through a short-

ened version of the course.  This year, it was a joint 
event with IRIS Rehabilitation, IRIS Community Liv-

ing, and IRIS Conductive Education.  We’re pleased 

to announce that everyone who started the race,  

finished the race!  A great time was had by all, and 
we’ll do it all again next year. 

Give us your feedback:  What do all of you think 
might be great events to work on for this year? 

What would be a fun way to get everyone involved 

throughout the service (Auckland, Rotorua and 
Hamilton)? 
 

Do you know? 
Did everyone know that all service users in IRIS 

Community Living are eligible for a physiotherapy 
and occupational therapy assessment?  Talk to the 

IRIS Rehabilitation team to find out more details.  

IRIS Community Living 
Team News 
WOW... everyone has excelled at getting to and 
participating in training.  Some upcoming training 

opportunities are : First Aid, NZQA Level 3 courses, 

PCP, and Challenging Behaviours.   
Remember, the monthly training calendar comes 

with your payslips.  If you want to attend a course, 
please talk to your Team Leader about booking 

onto a course.   
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